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CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 2132 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (DAOUD, MOHAMMAD), AF 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT DAOUD'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON: LETTER FROM 
PRESIDENT CARTER 

REF: STATE 68558 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER ABDULLAH RECEIVED ME THE EVENING OF MARCH 
19 AND I DELIVERED TO HIM THE LETTER FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO 
PRESIDENT DAOUD CONTAINED REFTEL. 

2. AFTER READING THE LETTER, ABDULLAH, WHILE SAYING THAT IT IS 
CLEARLY A SINCERE AND FRIENDLY LETTER, EXPRESSED GREAT DIS- 
APPOINTMENT AT THE POSTPONEMENT OF PRESIDENT DAOUD'S VISIT. HE 
NOTED THAT NO TIME FRAME WAS GIVEN IN THE LETTER FOR THE VISIT 
AND ASKED FOR MY OPINION. 

3. 1 TOLD ABDULLAH THAT BEFORE DELIVERING THE LETTER, I HAD 
ASKED WASHINGTON WHETHER I COULD SAY ANYTHING ABOUT THE TIMING 
AND HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO SAY THAT I COULD NOT GIVE ANY 
SPECIFIC INDICATION AT THIS TIME BUT THAT AS THE VISIT HAD 
BEEN AGREED UPON IN PRINCIPLE IT WOULD HAVE HIGH PRIORITY. I 
ADDED THAT MY OWN PERSONAL OBSERVATION WHILE IN WASHINGTON TM 
FIRST WEEK IN MARCH WAS THAT PRESIDENT CARTER IS TREMENDOUSLY 
BUSY WITH BOTH URGENT DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL MATTERS AND 
THAT I THEREFORE HAD NOT BEEN SURPRISED AT THE POSTPONEMENT 
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OF PRESIDENT DAOUD'S VISIT. 

4. ABDULLAH THEN ASKED WHETHER ANY OTHER HEADS OF STATE WOULD 
BE VISITING WASHINGTON BEFORE NOVEMBER. I SAID THE ONLY OTHER 
ONE FROM SOUTH ASIA OF WHOM I WAS AWARE IS PRIME MINISTER 
DESAI, WHO WOULD VISIT WASHINGTON IN CONNECTION WITH HIS 
ATTENDANCE AT THE MAY SPECIAL MEETING OF THE UN GENERAL 
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ASSEMBLY. ABDULLAH SAID THAT IT IS POSSIBLE THAT PRESIDENT 
DAOUD WOULD ALSO ATTEND THAT SESSION AND THAT. IP HE WERE TO 
DO SO, HE WOULD LIKE TO VISIT WITH PRESIDENT CARTER AT THAT 
TIME. 

ELIOT 
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